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16.Rogers Road off Dalziell Road
Turn off SH3 into Dalziell Road, 6km south of Eltham. Turn into
Rogers Road, drive over the railway line and obtain permission by
asking at the house. Park by the cattle yards, but away from the access
track.  Walk down to the end of the track and fish back upstream.
Some fairly deep wading is required toward the top of this relatively
short section.

17.Stuart Road off Dalziell Road
Turn off SH3 into Dalziell Road, 3km south of Eltham and after
1.7km turn right into Stuart Road. Permission to access the river
must be obtained from the road-end landholder.

18.Lower Stuart Road off Eltham Road
In the centre of Eltham, turn off SH3 into Bridge Street, head west
for 2.5km and turn left into lower Stuart Road. Permission to access
the river must be obtained from the landholder at 205 lower Stuart
Road, which is on the left near the road end. This section currently
receives effluent from the Eltham oxidation ponds, via Mangawhero
Stream, but this will cease by late 2005 when a pipeline will convey
effluent to the Hawera wastewater treatment plant. The reach also
receives treated effluent from Riverlands abattoir, though this is mostly
irrigated to land during the angling season.

19.Graves Street in Eltham
The landholders will allow access if asked, but anglers must approach
them in person. At Eltham, turn west off SH3 into Conway Road by
the school and dairy. Drive past the park and head left into Glentworth
Street immediately over the railway line. Turn into Graves Street at
the end of the road. There is limited parking on verge at the end of
Graves Street. This reach receives treated effluent from Riverlands
abattoir, though this is mostly irrigated to land during the angling
season.

20.Pinney Drive off Eltham Road
In the centre of Eltham, turn off SH3 into Bridge Street (which
becomes Eltham Road) and head west over the railway line. Before
reaching the Eltham Road Bridge over the Waingongoro, turn right
into Pinney Drive.  Head left over the bridge and park on the grassy
area next to the corrugated iron building. Walk back over the Pinney
Road Bridge.  The narrow paddocks next to Eltham Road are road
reserve and provide access for upstream wading, or downstream to
the Eltham Road Bridge pool.  Please take care to shut the gates
securely, avoid disturbing stock and keep to the river channel.

21.Taumata Park in Eltham
In the centre of Eltham, turn off SH3 into Bridge Street and head
west over the railway line. Turn right into Preston Street and park in
the designated area outside the Park entrance.  Go in through the
gate, turn left and head down past the cricket nets to a dirt track,
which leads to the river. Anglers can either wade upstream from here,
or follow a rough track up the riverbank, which ends at the water’s
edge about 1km upstream. If fishing on upstream from here, please
note that there is no access along the true left bank adjacent to the
Presbyterian Camp and please keep to the river channel in the area
immediately above and below the concrete farm access bridge. To fish

on upstream past the farm bridge, please obtain permission from the
true left bank landholder by phoning 06 764 8318.

22.Cornwall Road
Obtain permission from the upstream landholders by phoning 06 764
5364 and 06 764 8045. Turn off SH3 into Cornwall Road, 1.7km
north of Eltham and drive to the end of the road. Don’t drive down
the track at the road end, but park on the flat away from gates. Walk
down the track to the concrete ford and fish upstream. If you wish to
fish on upstream to Finnerty Road, permission should be obtained
from the true left bank landholder by phoning 06 764 8503.

 This access point can also be approached from Cornwall Road west
off Stuart Road, but when obtaining permission (06 764 8045) ask
the landholder where to park, as there is little room at the road end.
The Climie Stream tributary enters the Waingongoro at this point
and often carries quite a bit of turbidity. To fish downstream of Cornwall
Road, obtain permission from the true left bank landholder on 06 764
8318.

23.Finnerty Road Bridge
Obtain permission from the upstream landholders by phoning 06 764
5150 and 06 764 8503. Let them know the type and colour of vehicle
you will be driving. Turn off SH3 into Finnerty Road just north of
Ngaere School. Drive 2.5km along to the bridge, park in the left-hand
grassy area on the western side and fish upstream. Anglers can obtain
permission to fish the river loop immediately downstream of the bridge
by phoning 06 764 7028.

24.Opunake Road Bridge
In Stratford, turn west off SH3 into Celia Street, which becomes
Opunake Road and drive 5km to the Waingongoro Bridge. Anglers
can also reach this access point by turning off SH3 into Climie Road,
3km south of Stratford. Park on the western side of the bridge near the
Cardiff walkway sign and take the picnic area track down to the river.
Fish 600m upstream to the concrete hydro weirs (built in 1918 and
1933) and walk back downstream via the Cardiff walkway, which winds
through riparian bush and farmland up to a lookout. To fish the river
downstream of the bridge, anglers must obtain permission from the
landholder at 608 Climie Road. The Waingongoro is quite small in
this area and while trout numbers are low, the wily browns present in
the larger pools provide a real challenge for the angler.
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WAINGONGORO RIVER FISHERY

  The Waingongoro River is the most popular trout fishery on the Taranaki
ringplain and is one of a select group of rivers in the region that support
good populations of both brown and rainbow trout. The Waingongoro
has its source on the south-eastern slopes of Mount Taranaki between the
Stratford Plateau and Dawson Falls and the river winds 74 kilometres
through productive dairying land to reach the sea at Ohawe, 7km west of
Hawera. Waingongoro means resting or sleeping place and was the name
given to the river by Maori from the Aotea canoe of the Great Fleet, who
arrived in New Zealand about 1350AD and made their way overland to
settle in South Taranaki. Today, the river flows through the traditional
tribal area of the Ngati-Ruanui and Nga-Ruahine Iwi.

  In its upper reaches, the Waingongoro is a clear mountain stream, but
downstream of Eltham the river increases in size, taking on a tannin stain
and adopting an extensive meander pattern that produces many deep pools
and runs. Pasture and willows predominate along the river channel, though
the Waingongoro retains some of its original cover of native vegetation in
its scenic bush-clad bluffs. The Waingongoro is a moderate-sized river in
its middle and lower reaches, with a median flow of 4.8 cumecs and a
summer low flow of 1.5 cumecs at the Surf Highway 45 Bridge.

  Since the completion of a trout hatchery at Hawera in 1979, the middle
reaches have been stocked annually with around 4,000 rainbow trout
yearlings. In a situation that is probably unique in NZ, the releases have
transformed the fishery from one based entirely on brown trout, to one
where rainbows make up 70% of the catch. A contribution from natural
spawning means that the rainbow population is now a mix of wild and
hatchery fish, with those of hatchery origin identified by an adipose fin
clip.

  An abundance of caddis insect life in the river ensures that both trout
species grow into good conditioned fish of 1.5kg or more. A recent survey
found that anglers fishing the Waingongoro caught an average of three
trout per trip, which is the best catch rate on the Taranaki ringplain and
comparable with many other productive NZ river fisheries.

  While there is legal public access to some parts of the Waingongoro via 7
formed and 18 unformed public roads and a scattering of esplanade reserves,
marginal strips and recreation reserves, the vast majority of land bordering
the river is in private ownership. Difficulties in identifying where legal
access lies on the ground meant that in gathering information for this
pamphlet, landholders were simply asked whether they were happy for
anglers to gain access to the river and if so, what conditions did they wish
to put on access.  There was an excellent response and this pamphlet and
your access to the fishery, owes much to the generosity of landholders.
Please respect their wishes and obey the common sense rules of angler
access contained in this pamphlet, as it only takes one or two incidents to
ruin it for everyone.

GENERAL FISHING INFORMATION

  Trout distribution along the Waingongoro River is strongly influenced
by the location of four concrete weirs, which currently prevent trout from
moving upstream. Few trout are present in the headwaters of the
Waingongoro above a pair of disused hydro generation weirs located on
the Cardiff Walkway, 600m above Opunake Road. Only brown trout are
present in the 17km reach of river from the Cardiff weirs down to a 3m
weir at Riverland’s abattoir, located 800m below Eltham Road. This section
is currently managed as a wild brown trout fishery and it receives no releases
of hatchery fish.  Construction of a fish pass on the Riverland’s weir will
eventually allow rainbow trout access to this reach. Both brown and rainbow
trout are present in the remaining 43km of river down to the sea, though
trout in the lower 17km are unable to move upstream past the 5.5m
Normanby weir, located between the Normanby and Mawhitiwhiti Road
Bridges.

Upper Reaches above Eltham Road
  The upper reaches in the vicinity of Opunake Road are fairly small and
support roughly one large brown trout per pool (5 per km). Trout numbers
increase further downstream as the river increases in size and up to 20
medium and large brown trout per km are present in the river adjacent to
Eltham. Fish can be well educated and a careful approach is required.
Recommended fly fishing patterns include #12-16 pheasant tail and hare
and copper nymphs, brown and green beetle (in season) and deer hair
caddis for the evening rise.  Mayfly hatches also occur in this part of the
river.  Bait fishing with creeper or worm is effective in the larger pools near
Eltham, particularly early in the season and on the tail of freshes.

Middle and Lower Reaches
  The Waingongoro River between Eltham and the sea is often tannin
stained, but trout can still be spotted on their feeding lies in front of
boulders, in pool tails or cruising in the pools and back-eddies. The river
carries a good flow in spring and early season bait and spin fishing can be
productive. For novice anglers, a fly, creeper (dobsonfly larva) or worm
suspended under a bubble float will often bring success. Adjust the length
of trace to suit the depth of water. Spinners, such as black and gold tobys,
z-spinners, veltics and rapalas are also effective, even during low flow periods.

  Nymph and dry fly fishing come into their own as the river falls toward
its summer low flow and trout move into the shallow aerated riffles. Un-
beaded or gold-bead hare and copper, pheasant tail and halfback nymphs
in sizes 12 to 16 are popular.  Dry fly fishing with brown and green beetle
can produce exciting daytime fishing to rising fish from late October
through to mid-summer, with bushy dry flies (#12-16) also working well
as the water warms up. The evening rise can be productive and a deer hair

caddis floated downstream and swung to rising fish is a good way to produce
some exciting action.  Schools of adult smelt frequent the river below
Normanby weir in late summer and the use of smelt flies on a floating or
slow sinking line will also take fish.

REGULATIONS

  Everyone requires a licence to fish for trout and perch.  All Taranaki
Region fish licence categories are valid anywhere in New Zealand except
the Taupo fishing district.  Regulations may change from season to season
and anglers should refer to the current regulation guide obtained free with
their fishing licence.

Open Season: The Waingongoro River is open to angling from 1
st
 October

to 30
th
 April inclusive, with the lower reaches downstream of the Surf

Highway 45 Bridge open all year.

Baits and Lures: Regulations are liberal, with fly, spin and bait fishing
allowed.

Daily Bag Limit: Two trout per angler in the upper reaches above Eltham
Road Bridge and four trout in the river downstream of Eltham Road.

Length Limit: There is no length limit for trout from the Waingongoro River.

COMMON SENSE RULES OF ANGLER ACCESS

•Always obtain permission before crossing private land.

•Don’t leave vehicles parked in gateways or blocking tracks.

•Don’t take vehicles onto private land without permission.

•Leave all gates as you find them and ensure all gates are re-fastened
securely.

•Don’t take dogs, camp, or light fires without permission.

•Stay as close as practicable to the river and avoid disturbing stock.

•Take all rubbish, including nylon, home with you.

•If you come across the landholder, take the time to introduce yourself
as most are interested in how the fishing is going.

•Phone landholders at a suitable time (e.g. 7 – 8.30 pm) when obtaining
permission and let them know the type and colour of vehicle you will
be driving.

RELEASING UNWANTED TROUT

•Play the trout as quickly as possible to the bank or your net.

•Keep the trout in the water as much as possible.

•Moisten your hands or the net you use to prevent damaging the mucus
on the trout’s skin.  A wet woolen glove is useful.

•Relax the fish by holding it on its back in the water.

•Use forceps or long-nosed pliers to remove the hook.  If the trout is
hooked deeply, cut the nylon as close as possible to the lure.  It is often
best to keep deeply hooked fish as their chance of survival is reduced.

•Revive the trout by facing it into flowing water before release.

WAINGONGORO RIVER ACCESS

 This access information was gathered during 2003 and is the result of
informal discussions with landholders. While it is as up-to-date as possible,
landholders will inevitably change over time, so please report any changes
or inaccuracies to Fish & Game NZ. The access points described below
are not the only ones on the river, but they are the ones that landholders
would generally prefer anglers to use. The right to grant or deny access
remains with the landholder and the appropriate permission must be
obtained. Gates are of universal concern for landholders and anglers must
take care to properly refasten any gates they open.

1.Ohawe Reserve
The Waingongoro River mouth and lower pools can be reached via
Ohawe Beach Reserve, which is at the end of Rangatapu Street in Ohawe
township. Turn off Surf Highway 45 into Ohawe Road, about 4km
west of Hawera. Once in Ohawe, keep heading left until you see
Rangatapu Street. Park near the boat club and walk in to the river through
the reserve.  River crossing is required to fish on upstream to SH45.

2.Surf Highway 45 Bridge
There is major quarrying activity on the western side of the river above
and below the Surf Highway and for health and safety reasons there is
no vehicle access to these areas.  The quarry operator may let you walk
down through the quarry processing area below SH45 to reach fishing
areas in farmland below. Park on the eastern (Hawera) side of the SH45
Bridge, clear of the quarry access route over the old river bridge. Walk
over the old bridge and ask the quarry operator for access to a pipe gate
located in the fence at the back (downstream end) of the quarry.  Go
through the gate and walk downstream through pasture to the pine
trees and farm bridge. Anglers can either fish back up to the quarry or
cross the bridge and go further downstream, which gives access to a
large river loop.  This is relatively big water with deep pools and runs
that are ideal for spin and bait fishing.  Short bouldery riffles provide
areas of interest for the flyfisher.

3.Scott Road
About 200m west of the Surf Highway 45 Bridge, turn right into Scott
Road and park clear of the wooden gate, which is located on the right
hand side by the intersection. Head through the gate and walk 150m
downstream along the scarp to the end of the 1-wire fence, then down
the hill to the river.  Crossing the river at the run tail gives access to an
extensive area of fishable water.

4.Paora Road
Obtain permission from the landholder by phoning 06 278 4313. About
3.5km west of Hawera on Surf Highway 45, turn into Ketemarae Road
and take the first left into Paora Road. Drive to the end and park away
from the gates (parking 25m back on the left).  Walk down the track
past the old cowshed and through paddocks to the river. Once across
the river, you will be on a different property and should let the owner
know you wish to fish along his river boundary by phoning
 06 272 6669.

5.McLean Road
Obtain permission from the landholder by phoning 06 272 6349. Turn
right into McLean Road, 2km along Scott Road from Surf Highway 45.
Park on the verge at the road end, away from gates and driveways.

6.Wirihana Road
About 3.5km west of Hawera on Surf Highway 45, turn into Ketemarae
Road and take the second left into Wirihana Road. At the road-end

there is an access way through two farm paddocks down to the river.
Anglers may drive down if there are no cows present and it is not too
wet.  Please shut the gates.

7.Burgon Road
Burgon Road can be reached from Division Road, off Ahipaipa Road
or from Normanby Road. Obtain permission from the landholder by
phoning 06 272 6752.  Please shut the gates.

8.Whenuku Road
Whenuku Road can be reached from Katene or Ketemarae Roads on
the Normanby side of the river. Obtain permission to fish the river
downstream of the road-end by phoning 06 278 4865. To fish the
river upstream of Whenuku Road, obtain permission from the last
landholder on the right hand side before the road-end.

9.Normanby Road Bridge
The 1.5km reach upstream of Normanby Road Bridge to the
Normanby weir is one of the most popular on the river, but anglers
must get permission from the landholder by phoning 025 482 333.
Let him know the colour and type of vehicle you will be driving. Turn
off SH3 into Mawhitiwhiti Road at the Normanby service station and
turn left into Normanby Road after 2.5km. Park on the eastern
(Normanby) side of the bridge on the right hand side away from the
gate. Don’t take vehicles through the gate, keep to the river margin
and avoid disturbing stock. Despite receiving frequent use by anglers
and “dam droppers”, this section holds plenty of trout and its
configuration means anglers end up within 150m of their start point.

Anglers can also fish the river downstream of Normanby Road Bridge
by going through the gate located 150m east of the bridge on the left
hand side and making their way down to the old powerhouse and
fishing back up to the bridge (best during low flow periods).  Obtain
permission from the landholder by phoning 06 278 5598.  Alternatively,
anglers may get permission to go down through the trucking yard and
farm on the western side of the bridge, by phoning 06 272 6665 or
asking at the house. Don’t park by the bridge or driveway, as this can
cause problems for turning trucks.

10.Mawhitiwhiti Road Bridge
Turn off SH3 into Mawhitiwhiti Road at the Normanby service station
and drive 3km to the Waingongoro River Bridge. Park on the western
side in the grassy area by the power pole adjacent to road. Go through
the pipe gate above the bridge and fish upstream. This popular section
has some excellent pool, riffle and run sequences, but watch out for
the bulls!  Cross over before the deep corner pool about 1km above the
bridge for access to an extensive area of fishable water upstream. Obtain
permission to fish along the true right bank round the tight meander
loop by phoning 06 272 6756.

 After obtaining permission from the landholder by phoning 06 272
8027 (preferably the night before), anglers can also fish the km of river
downstream of Mawhitiwhiti Bridge to the Normanby weir, which is
relatively deep and slow flowing.  Easiest access is through the pines on
the true left bank by the bridge, or down the fence line at the end of
the pine block on the true right bank. There can be a good evening rise
in this section, which also lends itself to daytime spin and bait fishing.

11.Austin Road
Turn off SH3, 2km north of Normanby. Obtain permission by
approaching the road-end landholder in person.

12.Onewhaia Road
Turn off SH3, 3km north of Normanby. Obtain permission from the
road-end landholder by phoning 06 272 8250.  Access can be quite
difficult in this section, owing to steep banks and relatively deep
crossings and it is best fished during the summer low flow.  Avoid the
quarry.

13.Omahuru Road
Turn off Hastings Road, 2.5km downstream from the Skeet Road
intersection on the western side of the river. To access the river
downstream of the road end, obtain permission by phoning the
landholder on 06 272 6716. Avoid the quarry. To fish the river upstream
of the road end, obtain permission from the landholder beyond the
end of the road.

14.Umutahi Road
Umutahi Road can be reached by turning off Skeet Road, 3.5km along
from SH3 on the western side of the river. Obtain permission from
the landholder by phoning 0274 838 711. Anglers crossing to the
eastern side of the river from Umutahi Road should obtain permission
from the landholder by phoning 06 272 8188.

15.Skeet Road Bridge
Turn off SH3 into Skeet Road, 7km south of Eltham and drive 2km
along to the Waingongoro Bridge. To fish from the true left bank above
and below the bridge (eastern side) or the true right bank one farm
upstream of the bridge, anglers must obtain permission from the
landholder by phoning 06 764 8504. Permission is not required to
fish from the true right bank (western side) immediately above and
below the bridge, but please keep to the river and leave all gates as you
find them. Please park on the road verge away from gates. Anglers
wishing to go further downstream on the true left bank than the large
corner pool should obtain permission from the landholder by phoning
06 272 8188.
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